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When railroads connected the United States and Mexico in 1884 and overland travel between the two
countries became easier and cheaper, Americans developed an intense curiosity about Mexico, its people,
and its opportunities for business and pleasure. Indeed, so many Americans visited Mexico during the
Porfiriato (the long dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz, 1876–1911) that observers on both sides of the border
called the hordes of tourists and business speculators a “foreign invasion,” an apt phrase for a historical
moment when the United States was expanding its territory and influence.

Americans in the Treasure House examines travel to Mexico during the Porfiriato, concentrating on the role
of travelers in shaping ideas of Mexico as a logical place for Americans to extend their economic and
cultural influence in the hemisphere. Analyzing a wealth of evidence ranging from travelogues and literary
representations to picture postcards and snapshots, Jason Ruiz demonstrates that American travelers
constructed Mexico as a nation at the cusp of modernity, but one requiring foreign intervention to reach its
full potential. He shows how they rationalized this supposed need for intervention in a variety of ways,
including by representing Mexico as a nation that deviated too dramatically from American ideals of
progress, whiteness, and sexual self-control to become a modern “sister republic” on its own. Most
importantly, Ruiz relates the rapid rise in travel and travel discourse to complex questions about national
identity, state power, and economic relations across the U.S.–Mexico border.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Frye:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Americans in the
Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural Politics of Empire. All type of book could you
see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Paul Douglas:

This book untitled Americans in the Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural Politics of
Empire to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can
order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
reserve from your list.

Audrey Patton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book Americans in the Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and
the Cultural Politics of Empire it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Manda Perez:

The reason why? Because this Americans in the Treasure House: Travel to Porfirian Mexico and the Cultural
Politics of Empire is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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