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David I. Spanagel explores the origins of American geology and the culture that helped give it rise, focusing
on Amos Eaton, the educator and amateur scientist who founded the Rensselaer School, and on DeWitt
Clinton, the masterful politician who led the movement for the Erie Canal. DeWitt Clinton and Amos Eaton
shows how a cluster of assumptions about the peculiar landscape and entrepreneurial spirit of New York
came to define the Empire State.

Spanagel sheds light on a particularly innovative and fruitful period of interplay among science, politics, art,
and literature in American history. New Yorkers' romantic views of natural majesty and ideas about
improving the land influenced scientific ideas and other features of contemporary culture. The life of Amos
Eaton provides a lens through which readers gain fresh awareness of scientific knowledge, economic
planning, and cultural values during the first half of the nineteenth century. Scientists of the time were
fascinated by questions such as: How old is the earth? When did time begin? How might the passage of time
have shaped and reshaped the original landscape?

In the United States, New Yorkers of the mid-1820s mounted the most concerted effort to find answers to
these large questions of natural history. Both geographic conditions and historical forces led Amos Eaton and
his wealthy patron Stephen Van Rensselaer to open the Rensselaer School at Troy, New York, in 1826.
Eaton thus gave America its first generation of professional scientists, many of whom formed professional
organizations and standards of practice still active today.

Deeply researched, this book will interest historians of nineteenth-century American arts and science,
politics, and technological development.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book DeWitt Clinton and
Amos Eaton: Geology and Power in Early New York. All type of book could you see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

John Whetstone:

This DeWitt Clinton and Amos Eaton: Geology and Power in Early New York are reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this DeWitt Clinton and Amos Eaton:
Geology and Power in Early New York can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this DeWitt Clinton and Amos Eaton: Geology and
Power in Early New York forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Douglas Anderson:

This DeWitt Clinton and Amos Eaton: Geology and Power in Early New York is great guide for you because
the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having DeWitt Clinton and Amos Eaton: Geology and Power in Early New York in your hand
like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

James Melendez:

The book untitled DeWitt Clinton and Amos Eaton: Geology and Power in Early New York contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and



anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice read.
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