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Street gangs are a major concern for residents in many inner-city communities. However, gangs’ secretive

and, at times, delinquent tendencies limit most people’s exposure to the realities of gang life. Based on

eighteen months of qualitative research on the streets of Indianapolis, Real Gangstas provides a unique and

intimate look at the lives of street gang members as they negotiate a dangerous peer environment in a major

midwestern city.

Timothy R. Lauger interviewed and observed a mix of fifty-five gang members, former gang members, and

non-gang street offenders. He spent much of his fieldwork time in the company of a particular gang, the

“Down for Whatever Boyz,” who allowed him to watch and record many of their day-to-day activities and

conversations. Through this extensive research, Lauger is able to understand and explain the reasons for gang

membership, including a chaotic family life, poverty, and the need for violent self-assertion in order to foster

the creation of a personal identity.

Although the book exposes many troubling aspects of gang life, it is not a simple descriptive or a

sensationalistic account of urban despair and violence. Steeped in the tradition of analytical ethnography, the

study develops a central theoretical argument: combinations of street gangs within cities shape individual

gang member behavior within those urban settings. Within Indianapolis, members of rival gangs interact on a

routine basis within an ambiguous and unstable environment. Participants believe that many of their

contemporaries claiming gang affiliations are not actually “real” gang members, but instead are imposters

who gain access to the advantages of gang membership through fraud and pretense. Consequently, the ability

to discern “real” gang members—or to present oneself successfully as a real gang member—is a critical part

of gangland Indianapolis.

Real Gangstas offers an objective and fair characterization of active gang members,  successfully balancing

the seemingly conflicting idea that they generally seem like normal teenagers, yet are abnormally concerned

with—and too often involved in—violence. Lauger takes readers to the edge of an actual gang conflict,

providing a rare and up-close look at the troubling processes that facilitate hostility and violence.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Mills:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Real Gangstas:
Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Real
Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and
Society)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

Teresa Brown:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long
to reading a reserve. The book Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang
Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from
a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Domingo Adams:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime
and Society) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Alice Ressler:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the
Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) was filled regarding science. Spend your time
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading



any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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