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This study argues that businesswomen were central to urban society and to the operation and development of
commerce in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. It presents a rich and complicated picture of
lower-middling life and female enterprise in three northern English towns: Manchester, Leeds, and Sheffield.
The stories told by a wide range of sources - including trade directories, newspaper advertisements, court
records, correspondence, and diaries - demonstrate the very differing fortunes and levels of independence
that individual businesswomen enjoyed. Yet, as a group, their involvement in the economic life of towns
and, in particular, the manner in which they exploited and facitilitated commercial development, force us to
reassess our understanding of both gender relations and urban culture in late Georgian England. In contrast to
the traditional historical consensus that the independent woman of business during this period - particularly
those engaged in occupations deemed 'unfeminine' - was insignificant and no more than an oddity,
businesswomen are presented here not as footnotes to the main narrative, but as central characters in a story
of unprecedented social and economic transformation.

The book reveals a complex picture of female participation in business. It shows that factors traditionally
thought to discriminate against women's commercial activity - particularly property laws and ideas about
gender and respectability - did have significant impacts upon female enterprise. Yet it is also evident that
women were not automatically economically or socially marginalized as a result. The woman of business
might be subject to various constraints, but at the same time, she could be blessed with a number of
freedoms, and a degree of independence that set her apart from most other women - and many men - in late
Georgian society.
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From reader reviews:

Antione Wilson:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Business of Women: Female Enterprise and Urban
Development in Northern England 1760-1830. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important any book The Business of Women: Female Enterprise and
Urban Development in Northern England 1760-1830. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Austin Lawrence:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Business of Women: Female
Enterprise and Urban Development in Northern England 1760-1830 is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Nora Cordova:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Business of Women:
Female Enterprise and Urban Development in Northern England 1760-1830 that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The
Business of Women: Female Enterprise and Urban Development in Northern England 1760-1830 become
your own starter.

Ana Gaskill:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Business of Women: Female Enterprise and Urban Development in Northern
England 1760-1830 this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This



kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of
to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why
this book ideal all of you.
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