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Democracy posits the universality of the equality principle: a community of citizens is governed by the
principle of the formal equality of all individuals, whatever their real social, cultural, or other inequalities.
Democratization, on the other hand, is motivated by the ambition of ensuring the real equality of citizens,
and not simply their formal equality. The dynamics of democracy are thus insured by the development of a
welfare state that increasingly intervenes in order to satisfy the social and economic needs of individuals.
Especially focused on France, yet informed by the experiences of other European countries, this book
examines the dilemmas of the search for equality in society and politics.

Democratization guarantees the rights of salaried workers and employees, the rights to material survival and
housing, as well as health care, education, and culture. Today, however, as Schnapper observes, its action has
become paradoxical. As the fruit of a praiseworthy concern to ensure the universality of rights, what
Schnapper identifies as a "Providence State" now aims, by means of positive discrimination and other
specific promotion policies, to defend the particular rights of certain categories of individuals. The action of
the Providence State thus nourishes an aspiration: that the identities of historical collectivities gathered
within the same national society be publicly recognized, and that these have rights. Equity thus supplants
equality; and multiculturalism, universality. Such is the ordeal currently experienced by Western
democracies, which are faced with the increasingly "providential" nature of their societies. Indeed, the author
asks, how can a united political Europe be constructed on the ideals and institutions of citizenship, when
European nations are becoming providential democracies?

Providential Democracy offers a searching and timely critique of democratization that will be of interest to
sociologists, political scientists, and historians.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Adair:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Providential
Democracy: An Essay on Contemporary Equality suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Providential Democracy: An Essay on Contemporary Equalityis the
main one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Josephine Lowe:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Providential Democracy: An Essay on Contemporary Equality, you could tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

John Rivera:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Providential Democracy: An Essay on
Contemporary Equality that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Providential Democracy: An Essay on Contemporary
Equality become your starter.

Jonathan Baker:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Providential Democracy: An



Essay on Contemporary Equality which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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