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Today, the saxophone is an emblem of "cool" and the instrument most closely associated with jazz. Yet not
long ago it was derided as the "Siren of Satan," and it was largely ignored in the United States for well over
half a century after its invention. When it was first widely heard, it was often viewed as a novelty
noisemaker, not a real musical instrument. In only a few short years, however, saxophones appeared in music
shops across America and became one of the most important instrumental voices. How did the saxophone get
from comic to cool?

Bandleader Tom Brown claimed that it was his saxophone sextet, the Six Brown Brothers, who inaugurated
the craze. While this boast was perhaps more myth than reality, the group was indisputably one of the most
famous musical acts on stage in the early twentieth century. Starting in traveling circuses, small-time
vaudeville, and minstrel shows, the group trekked across the United States and Europe, bringing this new
sound to the American public. Through their live performances and groundbreaking recordings--the first
discs of a saxophone ensemble in general circulation--the Six Brown Brothers played a crucial role in
making this new instrument familiar to and loved by a wide audience.

In That Moaning Saxophone, author and cornet player Bruce Vermazen sifts fact from legend in this craze
and tells the remarkable story of these six musical brothers--William, Tom, Alec, Percy, Vern, and Fred.
Vermazen traces the brothers' path through minstrelsy, the circus, burlesque, vaudeville, and Broadway
musical comedy. Cleverly weaving together biographical details and the context of the burgeoning
entertainment business, the author draws fascinating portraits of the pre-jazz world of American popular
music, the theatrical climate of the period, and the long, slow death of vaudeville.

Delving into the career of one of the key popularizers of the saxophone, That Moaning Saxophone not only
illuminates the history of this novel instrument, but also offers a witty and vivid portrayal of these forgotten
musical worlds.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Flood:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide That Moaning Saxophone: The Six Brown
Brothers and the Dawning of a Musical Craze will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suitable book with you?

Minnie Rivera:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this That Moaning
Saxophone: The Six Brown Brothers and the Dawning of a Musical Craze, you could tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Veronica Shriner:

Beside that That Moaning Saxophone: The Six Brown Brothers and the Dawning of a Musical Craze in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have That Moaning Saxophone: The Six Brown Brothers and
the Dawning of a Musical Craze because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Cherie Fidler:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of That Moaning Saxophone: The Six Brown
Brothers and the Dawning of a Musical Craze can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let



me have That Moaning Saxophone: The Six Brown Brothers and the Dawning of a Musical Craze.
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