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William C. Holmes provides a rare look behind the scenes into the world of early eighteenth-century Italian
opera. Based on a rich store of newly recovered documents, mainly the personal papers of Luca Casimiro
degli Albizzi, this social history illuminates the complexities of staging opera in the 1720s and '30s: the role
of the impresario in planning an operatic season, financial and artistic difficulties, the importance of
patronage, the power of individual singers and composers, considerations of set design, and the practice of
altering librettos.

A member of an illustrious Florentine family, Albizzi (1664-1745) served as one of the principal impresarios
of the Pergola, Florence's earliest and greatest opera theater. He also carried on an active correspondence
with impresarios in other cities, freely giving his advice on various economic and artistic concerns. Holmes
uses the Albizzi family archives—the most abundant and varied material yet available about an eighteenth-
century impresario and his theater—to deepen our knowledge of an extraordinary but little understood period
in Italian opera.

This book will appeal to anyone curious about operatic history.
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From reader reviews:

Tatum Martin:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their can do
that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular Opera Observed: Views of a Florentine Impresario in the
Early Eighteenth Century to read.

Armando Mosley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Opera Observed: Views of a
Florentine Impresario in the Early Eighteenth Century, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Carmela Williams:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Opera Observed: Views of a
Florentine Impresario in the Early Eighteenth Century which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Myrtle Galloway:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Opera Observed: Views of a Florentine Impresario in the Early Eighteenth Century we
can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with
that book Opera Observed: Views of a Florentine Impresario in the Early Eighteenth Century. You can more
appealing than now.
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