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Who was the greatest of all American guitarists? You probably didn’t name Gary Davis, but many of his
musical contemporaries considered him without peer. Bob Dylan called Davis “one of the wizards of modern
music.” Bob Weir of the Grateful Dead—who took lessons with Davis—claimed his musical ability
“transcended any common notion of a bluesman.” And the folklorist Alan Lomax called him “one of the
really great geniuses of American instrumental music.” But you won’t find Davis alongside blues legends
Robert Johnson and Muddy Waters in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Despite almost universal renown
among his contemporaries, Davis lives today not so much in his own work but through covers of his songs
by Dylan, Jackson Browne, and many others, as well as in the untold number of students whose lives he
influenced.

The first biography of Davis, Say No to the Devil restores “the Rev’s” remarkable story. Drawing on
extensive research and interviews with many of Davis’s former students, Ian Zack takes readers through
Davis’s difficult beginning as the blind son of sharecroppers in the Jim Crow South to his decision to
become an ordained Baptist minister and his move to New York in the early 1940s, where he scraped out a
living singing and preaching on street corners and in storefront churches in Harlem. There, he gained entry
into a circle of musicians that included, among many others, Lead Belly, Woody Guthrie, and Dave Van
Ronk. But in spite of his tremendous musical achievements, Davis never gained broad recognition from an
American public that wasn’t sure what to make of his trademark blend of gospel, ragtime, street preaching,
and the blues. His personal life was also fraught, troubled by struggles with alcohol, women, and
deteriorating health.

Zack chronicles this remarkable figure in American music, helping us to understand how he taught and
influenced a generation of musicians.
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From reader reviews:

James Bass:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Say No to the Devil: The Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis.

Gina Melton:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Say No to the Devil: The Life and
Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Willie Collier:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a book. The book Say No to the Devil: The Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book has high quality.

Nicole Reagan:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Say No to the Devil: The
Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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