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As more and more people in North America and Europe have distanced themselves from mainstream
religious traditions over the past centuries, a “crisis of faith” has emerged and garnered much attention. But
Glenn Hughes, author of A More Beautiful Question: The Spiritual in Poetry and Art, contends that despite
the withering popularity of faith-based worldviews, our times do not evince a decline in spirituality. One
need only consider the search for “alternative” religious symbolisms, as well as the growth of groups
espousing fundamentalist religious viewpoints, to recognize that spiritual concerns remain a vibrant part of
life in Western culture.
            Hughes offers the idea that the modern “crisis of faith” is not a matter of vanishing spiritual concerns
and energy but rather of their disorientation, even as they remain pervasive forces in human affairs. And
because art is the most effective medium for spiritually evocation, it is our most significant touchstone for
examining this spiritual disorientation, just as it remains a primary source of inspiration for spiritual
experience. 
A More Beautiful Question is concerned with how art, and especially poetry, functions as a vehicle of
spiritual expression in today’s modern cultures. The book considers the meeting points of art, poetry,
religion, and philosophy, in part through examining the treatments of consciousness, transcendence, and art
in the writings of twentieth-century philosophers Eric Voegelin and Bernard Lonergan. A major portion of A
More Beautiful Question is devoted to detailed “case studies” of three influential modern poets: Gerard
Manley Hopkins, Emily Dickinson, and T. S. Eliot. In these and its other chapters, the book examines the
human need for artistic symbols that evoke the mystery of transcendence, the ways in which poetry and art
illuminate the spiritual meanings of freedom, and the benefits of an individual’s loving study of great
literature and art.
A More Beautiful Question has a distinctive aim—to clarify the spiritual functions of art and poetry in
relation to contemporary confusion about transcendent reality—and it meets that goal in a manner accessible
by the layperson as well as the scholar. By examining how the best art and poetry address our need for
spiritual orientation, this book makes a valuable contribution to the philosophies of art, literature, and
religion, and brings deserved attention to the significance of the “spiritual” in the study of these disciplines.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ryan:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated it for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then
having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you
this particular A More Beautiful Question: The Spiritual in Poetry and Art book as basic and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Oren Nelson:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what type you should start with. This A More Beautiful Question: The Spiritual in Poetry
and Art is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Barbra Poole:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the A More Beautiful Question: The Spiritual
in Poetry and Art is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

William Reyes:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this A More
Beautiful Question: The Spiritual in Poetry and Art, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.
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