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Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in the Niger Delta takes a graphic look at the profound cost of oil
exploitation in West Africa. Featuring images by world-renowned photojournalist Ed Kashi and text by
prominent Nigerian journalists, human rights activists, and University of California at Berkeley professor
Michael Watts, this book traces the 50-year history of Nigeria’s oil interests and the resulting environmental
degradation and community conflicts that have plagued the region.

Now one of the major suppliers of U.S. oil, Nigeria is the sixth largest producer of oil in the world. Set
against a backdrop of what has been called the scramble for African oil, Curse of the Black Gold is the first
book to document the consequences of a half-century of oil exploration and production in one of the world’s
foremost centers of biodiversity. This book exposes the reality of oil’s impact and the absence of sustainable
development in its wake, providing a compelling pictorial history of one of the world’s great deltaic areas.
Accompanied by powerful writing by some of the most prominent public intellectuals and critics in
contemporary Nigeria, Kashi’s photographs capture local leaders, armed militants, oil workers, and nameless
villagers, all of whose fates are inextricably linked. His exclusive coverage bears witness to the ongoing
struggles of local communities, illustrating the paradox of poverty in the midst of plenty.

The publication of Curse of the Black Gold occurs at a moment of worldwide concern over dependency on
petroleum, dubbed by New York Times journalist Thomas Friedman as "the resource curse." Much has been
written about the drama of the search for oil—Daniel Yergin’s The Prize and Ryszard Kapuscinski’s Shah of
Shahs are two of the most widely lauded—but there has been no serious examination of the relations
between oil, environment, and community in a particular oil-producing region. Curse of the Black Gold is a
landmark work of historic significance.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

The book Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Curse of the Black
Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Chambers:

The knowledge that you get from Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta could be the
more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The
Niger Delta giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Curse of the
Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta instantly.

Oscar Jackson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for your
requirements is Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta this e-book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Ann Ginsberg:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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