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In a lyrical mix of natural science, history, and memoir, Melissa L. Sevigny ponders what it means to make a
home in the American Southwest at a time when its most essential resource, water, is overexploited and
undervalued. Mythical River takes the reader on a historical sojourn into the story of the Buenaventura, an
imaginary river that led eighteenth- and nineteenth-century explorers, fur trappers, and emigrants astray for
seventy-five years. This mythical river becomes a metaphor for our modern-day attempts to supply water to a
growing population in the Colorado River Basin. Readers encounter a landscape literally remapped by the
search for “new” water, where rivers flow uphill, dams and deep wells reshape geography, trees become
intolerable competitors for water, and new technologies tap into clouds and oceans.

In contrast to this fantasy of abundance, Sevigny explores acts of restoration. From a dismantled dam in
Arizona to an accidental wetland in Mexico, she examines how ecologists, engineers, politicians, and
citizens have attempted to secure water for desert ecosystems. In a place scarred by conflict, she shows how
recognizing the rights of rivers is a path toward water security. Ultimately, Sevigny writes a new map for the
future of the American Southwest, a vision of a society that accepts the desert’s limits in exchange for an
intimate relationship with the natural world. 
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the
American Southwest. Try to face the book Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the
American Southwest as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Christopher Rayes:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Mythical River:
Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest.

Louise O\'Neill:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in
the American Southwest, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Harry Alvey:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New
Water in the American Southwest can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book
you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why



hesitate? We should have Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest.
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