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These poems are plain-spoken, sure, straight forward, but they are also loaded: like a gun is loaded, loaded
like Keats recommending that poets “load every rift with ore,” like the cannon that’s loaded with a human
cannonball! A splendid collection.
—Thomas Lux, author of Child Made of Sand: Poems, God Particles, and The Cradle Place
The people in John Hazard’s Naming a Stranger are blown away by the wind; they work in diners and post
offices; they stack boxes that tilt and fall. The speaker of these poems knows that “one can’t stay in a field
forever,” that when he contemplates a woman at a class reunion, he “wouldn’t be the reporter she would
choose.” He is a summer witness to his “wife’s new hair, short, downy, a baby’s hair, no wig, no scarf in the
tilt of this day.” In this beautiful debut collection Hazard offers a world in which both the familiar and the
unknown are delicately examined and named.
—Faith Shearin, author of Moving the Piano and Telling the Bees
Like James Wright and Theodore Roethke before him, John Hazard understands the Ohio River Valley and
the Midwest. His collection of poems, Naming a Stranger, invites us beyond the region and into the lives of
those who call it home. Hazard takes the task of appellation seriously, intuiting our quirks, particularly those
that we’re reluctant to share: “stuck in our own dark psyches,” potential “soul-mates in our silences.”
By dignifying the stranger, he chips away at our estrangement. We no longer need resort to Hey Kid,
Sweetheart and What’s-his-name. With Hazard’s fine poems, we are no longer alone.
—Glen Armstrong, author of Set List, editor of Cruel Garters
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Naming A Stranger is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Marvin Smith:

This Naming A Stranger usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of
this Naming A Stranger can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Naming A Stranger giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kenneth Vargas:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Naming A
Stranger offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

David Mandujano:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Naming A Stranger or maybe others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Naming A Stranger to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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