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Gifts are always with us: we use them positively to display affection and show gratitude for favours; we
suspect that others give and accept them as douceurs and bribes. The gift also performed these roles in early
modern English culture: and assumed a more significant role because networks of informal support and
patronage were central to social and political behaviour. Favours, and their proper acknowledgement, were
preoccupations of the age of Erasmus, Shakespeare, and Hobbes. As in modern society, giving and receiving
was complex and full of the potential for social damage. 'Almost nothing', men of the Renaissance learned
from that great classical guide to morality, Lucius Annaeus Seneca, 'is more disgraceful than the fact that we
do not know how either to give or receive benefits'. The Power of Gifts is about those gifts and benefits -
what they were, and how they were offered and received in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It shows
that the mode of giving, as well as what was given, was crucial to social bonding and political success.

The volume moves from a general consideration of the nature of the gift to an exploration of the politics of
giving. In the latter chapters some of the well-known rituals of English court life - the New Year ceremony,
royal progresses, diplomatic missions - are viewed through the prism of gift-exchange. Gifts to monarchs or
their ministers could focus attention on the donor, those from the crown could offer some assurance of
favour. These fundamentals remained the same throughout the century and a half before the Civil War, but
the attitude of individual monarchs altered specific behaviour. Elizabeth expected to be wooed with gifts and
dispensed benefits largely for service rendered, James I modelled giving as the largesse of the Renaissance
prince, Charles I's gift-exchanges focused on the art collecting of his coterie. And always in both politics and
the law courts there was the danger that gifts would be corroded, morphing from acceptable behaviour into
bribes and corruption. The Power of Gifts explores prescriptive literature, pamphlets, correspondence, legal
cases and financial records, to illuminate social attitudes and behaviour through a rich series of examples and
case-studies.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Power of Gifts:
Gift Exchange in Early Modern England? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

Often the book The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

Alfred Stevens:

This The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can
point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England in your hand like
having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Carlos Thornton:

The book untitled The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice learn.
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