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Why do the people of the French Caribbean still continue to be haunted by the memory of their slave past
more than one hundred and fifty years after the abolition of slavery? What process led to the divorce of their
collective memory of slavery and emancipation from France's portrayal of these historical phenomena? How
are Martinicans and Guadeloupeans today transforming the silences of the past into historical and cultural
manifestations rooted in the Caribbean? This book answers these questions by relating the 1998 controversy
surrounding the 150th anniversary of France's abolition of slavery to the period of the slave regime spanning
the late Enlightenment and the French Revolution. By comparing a diversity of documents-including letters
by slaves, free people of color, and planters, as well as writings by the philosophes, royal decrees, and court
cases-the author untangles the complex forces of the slave regime that have shaped collective memory. The
current nationalization of the memory of slavery in France has turned these once peripheral claims into
passionate political and cultural debates.
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From reader reviews:

John Wannamaker:

The actual book Claims to Memory: Beyond Slavery and Emancipation in the French Caribbean (Polygons:
Cultural Diversities and Intersections) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Claims to Memory: Beyond Slavery and Emancipation in the French Caribbean
(Polygons: Cultural Diversities and Intersections) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Donald Shelby:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Claims to Memory: Beyond Slavery
and Emancipation in the French Caribbean (Polygons: Cultural Diversities and Intersections) that give your
fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said
as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick
Claims to Memory: Beyond Slavery and Emancipation in the French Caribbean (Polygons: Cultural
Diversities and Intersections) become your current starter.

William Rockwood:

This Claims to Memory: Beyond Slavery and Emancipation in the French Caribbean (Polygons: Cultural
Diversities and Intersections) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having little digest in reading this Claims to Memory: Beyond Slavery and
Emancipation in the French Caribbean (Polygons: Cultural Diversities and Intersections) can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely
no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone.
So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Evelyn Rogers:

You will get this Claims to Memory: Beyond Slavery and Emancipation in the French Caribbean (Polygons:
Cultural Diversities and Intersections) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the



modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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