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Louisville native John Jacob Niles (1892–1980) is considered to be one of our nation's most influential
musicians. As a composer and balladeer, Niles drew inspiration from the deep well of traditional
Appalachian and African American folk songs. At the age of sixteen Niles wrote one of his most enduring
tunes, "Go 'Way from My Window," basing it on a song fragment from a black farm worker. This iconic
song has been performed by folk artists ever since and may even have inspired the opening line of Bob
Dylan's "It Ain't Me Babe."

In I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles, the first full-length biography of Niles, Ron Pen
offers a rich portrait of the musician's character and career. Using Niles's own accounts from his journals,
notebooks, and unpublished autobiography, Pen tracks his rise from farm boy to songwriter and folk
collector extraordinaire. Niles was especially interested in documenting the voices of his fellow World War I
soldiers, the people of Appalachia, and the spirituals of African Americans. In the 1920s he collaborated with
noted photographer Doris Ulmann during trips to Appalachia, where he transcribed, adapted, and arranged
traditional songs and ballads such as "Pretty Polly" and "Black Is the Color of My True Love's Hair."

Niles's preservation and presentation of American folk songs earned him the title of "Dean of American
Balladeers," and his theatrical use of the dulcimer is credited with contributing to the popularity of that
instrument today. Niles's dedication to the folk music tradition lives on in generations of folk revival artists
such as Jean Ritchie, Joan Baez, and Oscar Brand. I Wonder as I Wander explores the origins and influences
of the American folk music resurgence of the 1950s and 1960s, and finally tells the story of a man at the
forefront of that movement.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

Within other case, little persons like to read book I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book I
Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lee Parkin:

The book I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure
or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of
John Jacob Niles being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a book
I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Theresa Smith:

Beside this kind of I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read
it from at this point!

Ronald Meyers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually I
Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles.
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