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How did second-century Christians vie with each other in seeking to produce an authoritative discourse of
Christian identity? In this innovative book, Denise Buell argues that many early Christians deployed the
metaphors of procreation and kinship in the struggle over claims to represent the truth of Christian
interpretation, practice, and doctrine. In particular, she examines the intriguing works of the influential
theologian Clement of Alexandria (ca. 150-210 c.e.), for whom cultural assumptions about procreation and
kinship played an important role in defining which Christians have the proper authority to teach, and which
kinds of knowledge are authentic.

Buell argues that metaphors of procreation and kinship can serve to make power differentials appear natural.
She shows that early Christian authors recognized this and often turned to such metaphors to mark their own
positions as legitimate and marginalize others as false. Attention to the functions of this language offers a
way out of the trap of reconstructing the development of early Christianity along the axes of "heresy" and
"orthodoxy," while not denying that early Christians employed this binary. Ultimately, Buell argues,
strategic use of kinship language encouraged conformity over diversity and had a long lasting effect both on
Christian thought and on the historiography of early Christianity.

Aperceptive and closely argued contribution to early Christian studies, Making Christians also branches out
to the areas of kinship studies and the social construction of gender.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Callaway:

The ability that you get from Making Christians will be the more deep you digging the information that hide
within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Making Christians giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this specific Making Christians instantly.

Kenneth Williams:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this Making Christians.

Carolina Jones:

The particular book Making Christians has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Michael Sherman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Making Christians or maybe others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping
them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Making Christians
to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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