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Essential to Methodist revivalism was the personal conversion experience, which constituted the basis of
salvation and church membership. Revivalism, maintains Airhart, was a distinctive form of piety and
socialization that was critical in helping Methodists define who they were, colouring their understanding of
how religion was to be experienced, practised, articulated, and cultivated. This revivalist piety, even more
than doctrine or policy, was the identifying mark of Methodism in the nineteenth century. But, during the
late Victorian era, the Methodist presentation of the religious life underwent a transformation. By 1925,
when the Methodist Church was incorporated into the United Church of Canada, its most prominent leaders
were espousing an approach to piety that was essentially, and sometimes explicitly, non-revivalist. The
Methodist approach to personal religion changed during this transition and, significantly, Methodists
increasingly became identified with social Christianity -- although experience remained a key aspect of their
theology. There was also a growing tendency to associate revivalism with fundamentalism, a new religious
development that used the Methodist language of conversion but was unappealing to Canadian Methodists.
Airhart portrays the tensions between tradition and innovation through stories of the men and women who
struggled to revitalize religion in an age when conventional social assumptions and institutions were being
challenged by the ideals of the progressive movement. Serving the Present Age is an account of Canadian
Methodist participation in a realignment of North American Protestantism which supporters believed would
better enable them, in the words of a well-known Wesley hymn, "to serve the present age."
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Ratcliff:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Serving the Present Age: Revivalism, Progressivism, and
the Methodist Tradition in Canada (Mcgill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion). Try to make the book
Serving the Present Age: Revivalism, Progressivism, and the Methodist Tradition in Canada (Mcgill-Queen's
Studies in the History of Religion) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So
, we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Clayton Medina:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Serving the Present Age: Revivalism, Progressivism, and the
Methodist Tradition in Canada (Mcgill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion) book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Serving the Present Age: Revivalism, Progressivism, and the Methodist Tradition in Canada
(Mcgill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion) content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So ,
do you nevertheless thinking Serving the Present Age: Revivalism, Progressivism, and the Methodist
Tradition in Canada (Mcgill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Patricia Northcutt:

The reserve untitled Serving the Present Age: Revivalism, Progressivism, and the Methodist Tradition in
Canada (Mcgill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion) is the book that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Serving the Present Age: Revivalism, Progressivism, and the Methodist
Tradition in Canada (Mcgill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion) from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Joel Kiser:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was



given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Serving the Present Age:
Revivalism, Progressivism, and the Methodist Tradition in Canada (Mcgill-Queen's Studies in the History of
Religion).
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