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In Ryotaro Shiba's account of the life of Japan's last shogun, Perry's arrival off the coast of Japan was merely
the spark that ignited the cataclysm in store for the Japanese people and their governments. It came to its real
climax with the fall of the Tokugawa shogunate in 1868, the event which forms the centerpiece of this book.
The Meiji Restoration-as history calls it-toppled the shogunate, and brought a seventeen-year-old boy
emperor back from the secluded Imperial Palace in Kyoto to preside over what amounted to a political and
cultural revolution. With this, Japan's extraordinary self-modernization began in earnest. Coming to power
just as the Tokugawa regime was suffering the worst military defeat in its history, Yoshinobu strongly
suspected that the rule of the Tokugawas-the third and longest lived of Japan's three warrior governments -
was swiftly becoming an anachronism. During a year of frenetic activity, he overhauled the military systems,
reorganized the civil administration, promoted industrial development, and expanded foreign intercourse,
with the farsighted aim of creating a unified Japan. Alarmed by these reforms, pro-imperial interests moved
against him, precipitating the Boshin Civil War and the final defeat of the shogunal armies. To the surprise
of his enemies, Yoshinobu capitulated. It was this surrender of authority at a crucial point that made the
transfer of sovereignty relatively peaceful. He then retired to Mito and lived quietly for the rest of his life,
studying the new art of photography. Ennobled a prince in the new European-style nobility of the Meiji era,
he died in 1913.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Last Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu.

Hubert Macarthur:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Last Shogun: The
Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu to read.

Michele Stoney:

The publication untitled The Last Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Last Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Sarah Petty:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Last
Shogun: The Life of Tokugawa Yoshinobu offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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