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Recent controversies surrounding the war on terror and American intervention in Iraq and Afghanistan have
brought rule of law rhetoric to a fevered pitch. While President Obama has repeatedly emphasized his
Administration’s commitment to transparency and the rule of law, nowhere has this resolve been so quickly
and severely tested than with the issue of the possible prosecution of Bush Administration officials. While
some worry that without legal consequences there will be no effective deterrence for the repetition of future
transgressions of justice committed at the highest levels of government, others echo Obama’s seemingly
reluctant stance on launching an investigation into allegations of criminal wrongdoing by former President
Bush, Vice President Cheney, Secretary Rumsfeld, and members of the Office of Legal Counsel. Indeed,
even some of the Bush Administration’s harshest critics suggest that we should avoid such confrontations,
that the price of political division is too high. Measured or partisan, scholarly or journalistic, clearly the
debate about accountability for the alleged crimes of the Bush Administration will continue for some time.

Using this debate as its jumping off point, When Governments Break the Law takes an interdisciplinary
approach to the legal challenges posed by the criminal wrongdoing of governments. But this book is not an
indictment of the Bush Administration; rather, the contributors take distinct positions for and against the
proposition, offering revealing reasons and illuminating alternatives. The contributors do not ask the
substantive question of whether any Bush Administration officials, in fact, violated the law, but rather the
procedural, legal, political, and cultural questions of what it would mean either to pursue criminal
prosecutions or to refuse to do so. By presuming that officials could be prosecuted, these essays address
whether they should.

When Governments Break the Law provides a valuable and timely commentary on what is likely to be an
ongoing process of understanding the relationship between politics and the rule of law in times of crisis.

Contributors: Claire Finkelstein, Lisa Hajjar, Daniel Herwitz, Stephen Holmes, Paul Horwitz, Nasser
Hussain, Austin Sarat, and Stephen I. Vladeck.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Burdette:

This When Governments Break the Law: The Rule of Law and the Prosecution of the Bush Administration is
great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great
coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having When Governments Break the Law: The Rule of
Law and the Prosecution of the Bush Administration in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in
it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that
will?

Virginia Boone:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is When Governments Break the Law: The Rule of Law and the Prosecution of the Bush
Administration this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all
of you.

Meredith Daugherty:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book When Governments Break the Law: The Rule of Law and the
Prosecution of the Bush Administration was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Jeffrey Chambers:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is known as of book When Governments Break the Law: The Rule of Law and the Prosecution of the Bush



Administration. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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