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Scholars have largely ignored hope in Kierkegaard's thought, typically passing over it as a mere description
of faith, rather than a theme in its own right. However, Mark Bernier argues that for Kierkegaard hope is one
of the most valuable qualities of the religious life, and it is an essential thread connecting despair, faith, and
the self.

In The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard, he reconstructs Kierkegaard's theory of hope, which involves the
distinction between mundane and authentic hope, and makes three principal claims. First, while despair
involves the absence of hope, a rejection of oneself, and a turn away from one's relation to God, despair is
fundamentally an unwillingness to hope. This unwillingness is directed toward authentic hope, conceived of
by Kierkegaard as an expectation for the possibility of the good. Second, hope is not simply an ancillary
activity of the self; rather, the task of becoming a self is essentially constituted by hope. To be in despair, and
therefore, to be unwilling to hope, is in fact to reject the task of becoming a self. Third, faith stands in
opposition to despair precisely because it is a willingness to hope. An essential role of faith is to secure the
ground for hope, and in this way faith secures the ground for the self. In short, authentic hope-what
Kierkegaard calls spiritual hope-is not merely a fringe element, but is essential to Kierkegaard's project of
the self.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Anderson:

The book The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard? Some of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Grant:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard ended up being making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The reserve The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard. You never feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

James Lightle:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel.
Typically the The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Samuel Brooks:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard to make your
own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve
The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of that time.
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