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Writing for the general, nonmathematician reader and using examples from throughout the environmental
sciences, Orrin Pilkey and Linda Pilkey-Jarvis show how unquestioned faith in mathematical models can
blind us to the hard data and sound judgment of experienced scientific fieldwork. They begin with the
extinction of the North Atlantic cod on the Grand Banks of Canada, and then they discuss the limitations of
many models across a broad array of crucial environmental subjects. Case studies depict how the
seductiveness of quantitative models has led to unmanageable nuclear waste disposal practices, poisoned
mining sites, unjustifiable faith in predicted sea level rise rates, bad predictions of future shoreline erosion
rates, overoptimistic cost estimates of artificial beaches, and a host of other problems. The authors
demonstrate how many modelers have been reckless, employing fudge factors to assure "correct" answers
and caring little if their models actually worked.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the
Future.

Justin Perry:

This Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the Future usually are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental
Scientists Can't Predict the Future can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists
Can't Predict the Future forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Federico Hayward:

Typically the book Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the Future will bring one
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Useless Arithmetic: Why
Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the Future is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Gary Collis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists
Can't Predict the Future was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can't Predict the Future has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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