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Sayyid Qutb (1906-1966) was an influential Egyptian ideologue who established the theoretical basis for
radical Islamism in the postcolonial Sunni Muslim world. Lacking a pure understanding of the leader's life
and work, the popular media has conflated Qutb's moral purpose with the aims of Osama bin Laden and al-
Qaeda. He is often portrayed as a terrorist, Islamo-Fascist, and advocate of murder. An expert on social
protest and political resistance, John Calvert rescues Qutb from misrepresentation and follows the evolution
of his thought within the context of his time.

Calvert recounts Qutb's life from the small village in which he was raised to his execution at the behest of
Abd al-Nasser's regime. His study remains sensitive to the cultural, political, social, and economic
circumstances that shaped Qutb's thought, including major developments that composed one of the most
eventful periods in Egyptian history. These years witnessed the full flush of Britain's tutelary regime, the
advent of Egyptian nationalism, and the political hegemony of the Free Officers. Qutb rubbed shoulders with
Taha Husayn, Naguib Mahfouz, and Abd al-Nasser himself, though his Islamism originally had little to do
with religion. Only in response to his harrowing experience in prison did Qutb come to regard Islam and kufr
(infidelity) as oppositional, antithetical, and therefore mutually exclusive. Calvert shows how Qutb
repackaged and reformulated the Islamic heritage to challenge authority, including those who claimed
(falsely, Qutb believed) to be Muslim.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

Often the book Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism will bring that you the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Jimmy Putnam:

The reserve untitled Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism is the publication that recommended
to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Robert Lyman:

The reserve with title Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism posesses a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Clara Williams:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism when you needed it?
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