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As Christian leaders in the first through fifth centuries embraced ascetic interpretations of the Bible and
practices of sexual renunciation, sexual slander—such as the accusations Paul leveled against wayward
Gentiles in the New Testament—played a pivotal role in the formation of early Christian identity. In
particular, the imagined construct of the lascivious, literal-minded Jew served as a convenient foil to the
chaste Christian ideal. Susanna Drake examines representations of Jewish sexuality in early Christian
writings that use accusations of carnality, fleshliness, bestiality, and licentiousness as strategies to
differentiate the "spiritual" Christian from the "carnal" Jew. Church fathers such as Justin Martyr, Hippolytus
of Rome, Origen of Alexandria, and John Chrysostom portrayed Jewish men variously as dangerously
hypersexual, at times literally seducing virtuous Christians into heresy, or as weak and effeminate, unable to
control bodily impulses or govern their wives.

As Drake shows, these carnal caricatures served not only to emphasize religious difference between
Christians and Jews but also to justify increased legal constraints and violent acts against Jews as the
interests of Christian leaders began to dovetail with the interests of the empire. Placing Christian
representations of Jews at the root of the destruction of synagogues and mobbing of Jewish communities in
the late fourth and early fifth centuries, Slandering the Jew casts new light on the intersections of sexuality,
violence, representation, and religious identity.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Moses:

The book Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a very important thing like a book Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early
Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
look the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ariane Gray:

Here thing why this specific Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food
or not. Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no guide that similar with Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and
Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) in e-book can be your
alternative.

Katie Barry:

The knowledge that you get from Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside
the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this particular Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) instantly.



Lesley Dwyer:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early
Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.
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