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The story of New England writing begins some 400 years ago, when a group of English Puritans crossed the
Atlantic believing that God had appointed them to bring light and truth to the New World. Over the centuries
since, the people of New England have produced one of the great literary traditions of the world--an
outpouring of poetry, fiction, history, memoirs, letters, and essays that records how the original dream of a
godly commonwealth has been both sustained and transformed into a modern secular culture enriched by
people of many backgrounds and convictions.

Writing New England, edited by the literary scholar and critic Andrew Delbanco, is the most comprehensive
anthology of this tradition, offering a full range of thought and style. The major figures of New England
literature--from John Winthrop and Anne Bradstreet to Emerson, Hawthorne, Dickinson, and Thoreau, to
Robert Frost, Wallace Stevens, Robert Lowell, Anne Sexton, and John Updike--are of course represented,
often with fresh and less familiar selections from their works. But Writing New England also samples a wide
range of writings including Puritan sermons, court records from the Salem witch trials, Felix Frankfurter's
account of the case of Sacco and Vanzetti, William Apess's eulogy for the Native American King Philip,
pamphlets and poems of the Revolution and the Civil War, natural history, autobiographical writings of W.
E. B. Du Bois and Malcolm X, Mary Antin's account of the immigrant experience, John F. Kennedy's
broadcast address on civil rights, and A. Bartlett Giamatti's memoir of a Red Sox fan.

Organized thematically, this anthology provides a collective self-portrait of the New England mind. With an
introductory essay on the origins of New England, a detailed chronology, and explanatory headnotes for each
selection, the book is a welcoming introduction to a great American literary tradition and a treasury of vivid
writing that defines what it has meant, over nearly four centuries, to be a New Englander.

From the Preface:
"Imposing one unitary meaning on New England would be as foolish as it would be unconvincing. Yet one
purpose of this book is to convey some sense of New England's continuities and coherence...Not all the
writers in this book are major figures (a few are barely known), but all are here because of the bracing
freshness with which they describe places, people, ideas, and events to which, even if the subject is familiar,
we are re-awakened."
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bryan:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Writing New England: An Anthology from the
Puritans to the Present. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important a book Writing New England: An Anthology from the Puritans to the Present.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Norma Harrell:

Exactly why? Because this Writing New England: An Anthology from the Puritans to the Present is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Gary Campbell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Writing New England: An Anthology from the
Puritans to the Present or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Writing New England: An Anthology from the Puritans to the Present to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jo Jordan:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Writing New England: An Anthology
from the Puritans to the Present to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a



book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Writing New England: An Anthology from the Puritans to the
Present can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing
of this time.
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