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Who was the real John Henry? The story of this legendary African-American figure has come down to us in
so many songs, stories, and plays, that the facts are often lost. Historian Scott Nelson brings John Henry
alive for young readers in his personal quest for the true story of the man behind the myth. Nelson presents
the famous folk song as a mystery to be unraveled, identifying the embedded clues within the lyrics, which
he examines to uncover many surprising truths. He investigates the legend and reveals the real John Henry in
this beautifully illustrated book.

Nelson’s narrative is multilayered, interweaving the story of the building of the railroads, the period of
Reconstruction, folk tales, American mythology, and an exploration of the tradition of work songs and their
evolution into blues and rock and roll. This is also the story of the author’s search for the flesh-and-blood
man who became an American folk hero; Nelson gives a first-person account of how the historian works,
showing history as a process of discovery. Readers rediscover an African-American folk hero. We meet John
Henry, the man who worked for the railroad, driving steel spikes. When the railroad threatens to replace
workers with a steam-powered hammer, John Henry bets that he can drive the beams into the ground faster
than the machine. He wins the contest, but dies in the effort.

Nelson’s vibrant text, combined with archival images, brings a new perspective and focus to the life and
times of this American legend.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Lockwood:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Ain't Nothing but a
Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have different opinion?

Carmen Fields:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Ain't
Nothing but a Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry, you can tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Willie Dreher:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Ain't Nothing but a Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get just before. The Ain't Nothing but a Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for
your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Rene Hudson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Ain't Nothing but a Man:
My Quest to Find the Real John Henry which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.
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