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Amidst the roil of war and instability across the Middle East, the West is still searching for ways to
understand the Islamic world. Stéphane Lacroix has now given us a penetrating look at the political
dynamics of Saudi Arabia, one of the most opaque of Muslim countries and the place that gave birth to
Osama bin Laden.

The result is a history that has never been told before. Lacroix shows how thousands of Islamist militants
from Egypt, Syria, and other Middle Eastern countries, starting in the 1950s, escaped persecution and found
refuge in Saudi Arabia, where they were integrated into the core of key state institutions and society. The
transformative result was the Sahwa, or “Islamic Awakening,” an indigenous social movement that blended
political activism with local religious ideas. Awakening Islam offers a pioneering analysis of how the
movement became an essential element of Saudi society, and why, in the late 1980s, it turned against the
very state that had nurtured it. Though the “Sahwa Insurrection” failed, it has bequeathed the world two very
different, and very determined, heirs: the Islamo-liberals, who seek an Islamic constitutional monarchy
through peaceful activism, and the neo-jihadis, supporters of bin Laden's violent campaign.

Awakening Islam is built upon seldom-seen documents in Arabic, numerous travels through the country, and
interviews with an unprecedented number of Saudi Islamists across the ranks of today’s movement. The
result affords unique insight into a closed culture and its potent brand of Islam, which has been exported
across the world and which remains dangerously misunderstood.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Parisien:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this Awakening Islam: The Politics of Religious Dissent in Contemporary Saudi Arabia.

Leon King:

This Awakening Islam: The Politics of Religious Dissent in Contemporary Saudi Arabia is great e-book for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or
we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Awakening Islam: The Politics of Religious Dissent in Contemporary Saudi Arabia in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that
offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Lisa Thomason:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books
in the top collection in your reading list will be Awakening Islam: The Politics of Religious Dissent in
Contemporary Saudi Arabia. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Roxie Gregory:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book and also novel and Awakening Islam: The Politics of Religious Dissent in
Contemporary Saudi Arabia or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside



science book, any other book likes Awakening Islam: The Politics of Religious Dissent in Contemporary
Saudi Arabia to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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