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How did the city-state of Athens defeat the invaders from Persia, the first world empire, on the plain of
Marathon in 490 BCE? Clever scholars skeptical of our earliest surviving source, Herodotus, have produced
one ingenious theory after another. In this stimulating new book, bound to provoke controversy, Peter Krentz
argues that Herodotus was right after all.

Beginning his analysis with the Athenians’ first formal contact with the Persians in 507 BCE, Krentz weaves
together ancient evidence with travelers’ descriptions, archaeological discoveries, geological surveys, and
the experiences of modern reenactors and soldiers to tell his story.

Krentz argues that before Marathon the Athenian army fought in a much less organized way than the
standard view of the hoplite phalanx suggests: as an irregularly armed mob rather than a disciplined
formation of identically equipped infantry. At Marathon the Athenians equipped all their fighters, including
archers and horsemen, as hoplites for the first time. Because their equipment weighed only half as much as is
usually thought, the Athenians and their Plataean allies could charge almost a mile at a run, as Herodotus
says they did. Krentz improves on this account in Herodotus by showing why the Athenians wanted to do
such a risky thing.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

This The Battle of Marathon (Yale Library of Military History) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. That The Battle of Marathon (Yale Library of Military History) without we know teach the one who
studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Battle of Marathon
(Yale Library of Military History) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Battle of Marathon (Yale
Library of Military History) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Louis Clark:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Battle of Marathon (Yale Library of Military
History) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Richard Byrnes:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Battle of Marathon (Yale Library
of Military History) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon.
If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joe Williams:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be The Battle of Marathon (Yale Library of Military History). This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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