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Late nineteenth-century America saw an explosion in mass culture—from sensationalist tabloid newspapers
to amusement parks to Wild West shows. Historians and critics have traditionally observed the advent of
mass culture as undermining literature's central role in the public sphere. Literary writers of the time either
reacted with a public show of disdain or retreated to conduct their own private experiments in style and form.
In Frantic Panoramas, Nancy Bentley questions these narratives of opposition.

For literary writers, Bentley explains, the confrontation with mass culture was less a retreat than a
transformation, an ordeal through which habits of contemplative appreciation could be refashioned into new
forms of critical thought. By grappling with the energies that marked mass culture, authors came to
recognize kinds of human experience that were only then becoming visible as public. William Dean Howells
shaped the plots of his novels around tabloid events like rail and trolley accidents and the public chaos of
apartment house fires. Although Henry James was distressed at the way dime fiction had changed the very
definition of literature, his meditations on mass culture led him to reimagine the novel as a collective
"workshop" in which authors and readers jointly discovered new meaning. Bentley offers close readings of
these and other writers such as Edith Wharton, James Weldon Johnson, Pauline Hopkins, and Gertrude
Bonnin to demonstrate how leading artists took inspiration from commercial culture to create new and
distinct literary forms.

Drawing on original archival research and a historically grounded theory of realism, Frantic Panoramas is
an innovative and comprehensive study of how the emergence of mass culture affected literary culture in
America.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Welling:

The book Frantic Panoramas: American Literature and Mass Culture, 1870-1920 give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Frantic Panoramas: American Literature and Mass Culture, 1870-1920 for being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a book Frantic
Panoramas: American Literature and Mass Culture, 1870-1920. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Jeffery Hall:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Frantic Panoramas: American Literature
and Mass Culture, 1870-1920 book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Shelly Reder:

This Frantic Panoramas: American Literature and Mass Culture, 1870-1920 is great e-book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Frantic Panoramas: American Literature and Mass Culture, 1870-1920 in your
hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication
that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Katie Mueller:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Frantic Panoramas:
American Literature and Mass Culture, 1870-1920 provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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