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Il divino: A glorious exploration of Michelangelo's works
 
Before reaching the tender age of thirty, Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) had already sculpted David
and Pièta, two of the most famous sculptures in the entire history of art. Like fellow Florentine Leonardo da
Vinci, Michelangelo was a shining star of the Renaissance and a genius of consummate virtuosity. His
achievements as a sculptor, painter, draughtsman, and architect are unique—no artist before or after him has
ever produced such a vast, multi-faceted, and wide-ranging oeuvre. Only a handful of other painters and
sculptors have attained a comparable social status and enjoyed a similar artistic freedom. This is
demonstrated not only by the frescoes of the Sistine Chapel but also by Michelangelo’s monumental
sculptures and his unconventional architectural designs, whose forms went far beyond the accepted
vocabulary of his day. Such was his talent that Michelangelo was considered a demigod by his
contemporaries and was the subject of two biographies during his lifetime. Adoration of this remarkable
man’s work has only increased on the intervening centuries.

Following the success of our XL title Leonardo da Vinci, TASCHEN brings you this massive tome that
explores Michelangelo’s life and work in more depth and detail than ever before. The first part
concentrates on the life of Michelangelo via an extensive and copiously illustrated biographical essay; the
main body of the book presents his work in four parts providing a complete analytical inventory of
Michelangelo’s paintings, sculptures, buildings and drawings. Gorgeous, full page reproductions and
enlarged details bring readers up close to the works.

This sumptuous tome also takes account, to a previously unseen extent, of Michelangelo’s more personal
traits and circumstances, such as his solitary nature, his thirst for money and commissions, his miserliness,
his immense wealth, and his skill as a property investor. In addition, the book tackles the controversial issue
of the attribution of Michelangelo drawings, an area in which decisions continue to be steered by the
interests of the art market and the major collections. This is the definitive volume about Michelangelo for
generations to come.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Moreno:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Michelangelo: Complete Works. Try to the actual book Michelangelo:
Complete Works as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Eddie Grabowski:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Michelangelo: Complete Works was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book Michelangelo: Complete Works is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Michelangelo: Complete Works. You never
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Regina Schubert:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Michelangelo: Complete Works is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Benjamin Herrera:

This book untitled Michelangelo: Complete Works to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in
the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this e-book from your list.
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