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Meng Jiangnu Brings Down the Great Wall brings together ten versions of a popular Chinese legend that has
intrigued readers and listeners for hundreds of years. Elements of the story date back to the early centuries
B.C.E. and are an intrinsic part of Chinese literary history. Major themes and subtle nuances of the legend
are illuminated here by Wilt L. Idema's new translations and pairings.

In this classic story, a young woman named Meng Jiang makes a long, solitary journey to deliver winter
clothes to her husband, a drafted laborer on the grandiose Great Wall construction project of the notorious
First Emperor of the Qin dynasty (BCE 221-208). But her travels end in tragedy when, upon arrival, she
learns that her husband has died under the harsh working conditions and been entombed in the wall. Her
tears of grief cause the wall to collapse and expose his bones, which she collects for proper burial. In some
versions, she tricks the lecherous emperor, who wants to marry her, into providing a stately funeral for her
husband and then takes her own life.

The versions presented here are ballads and chantefables (alternating chanted verse and recited prose), five
from urban printed texts from the late Imperial and early Republican periods, and five from oral
performances and partially reconstructed texts collected in rural areas in recent decades. They represent a
wide range of genres, regional styles, dates, and content. From one version to another, different elements of
the story--the circumstances of Meng Jiangnu's marriage, her relationship with her parents-in-law, the
journey to the wall, her grief, her defiance of the emperor--are elaborated upon, downplayed, or left out
altogether depending on the particular moral lessons that tale authors wished to impart.

Idema brings together his considerable translation skills and broad knowledge of Chinese literature to present
an assortment of tales and insightful commentary that will be a gold mine of information for scholars in a
number of disciplines. Haiyan Lee's essay discusses the appeal of the Meng Jiangnu story to twentieth-
century literary reformers, and the interpretations they imposed on the material they collected.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Larson:

This Meng Jiangnu Brings Down the Great Wall: Ten Versions of a Chinese Legend book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Meng Jiangnu Brings Down the Great Wall: Ten
Versions of a Chinese Legend without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Meng Jiangnu Brings Down the Great Wall: Ten
Versions of a Chinese Legend can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to
be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Meng Jiangnu Brings Down
the Great Wall: Ten Versions of a Chinese Legend having good arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Dee Alaniz:

This Meng Jiangnu Brings Down the Great Wall: Ten Versions of a Chinese Legend are usually reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Meng Jiangnu Brings Down
the Great Wall: Ten Versions of a Chinese Legend can be one of several great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Meng Jiangnu Brings Down the Great Wall:
Ten Versions of a Chinese Legend forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Kelly Blow:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Meng Jiangnu Brings Down the Great Wall: Ten Versions of a Chinese Legend the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Meng Jiangnu Brings Down the Great Wall: Ten
Versions of a Chinese Legend giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

John Newton:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind



talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. Meng Jiangnu Brings Down the Great Wall: Ten Versions of a Chinese Legend can be your
answer as it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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