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"Kate was what you wanted, somehow, in this infinitely ironic age. She was the kind of girl about whom
other girls used to say, 'All right, so she's thin but,' trying vainly to suss out the appeal. And even now, when
her name comes up, and with it the sulky protest it invariably evokes--'She's not that great'--I do not feel
compelled to argue in her defense."

Some fiction debuts have remarkably strong stories, some have refreshing new voices, some have perfect
cultural timing. The Fundamentals of Play is that literary rarity which has all three.

George Lenhart is, chronically, in love with Kate Goodenow. So is Nick Beale, the working-class son of a
Maine lobsterman from the town where Kate spent her childhood summers. So is Chat Wethers, an old-
money friend of George's from Dartmouth. And so is Harry Lombardi, a brilliant, startlingly successful, but
socially awkward Dartmouth upstart who has been trying to enter this circle for years.

It is George who tells the interwoven stories of these five young people, some of whom, in their lineage or
finances, represent the last gasp of the old Northeastern Upper Class. Starting with the year after college,
when they all land in Manhattan, George describes the good times and disappointments, ambition and
manners, sexual secrets and money-cursed friendships, that have tied these people to one another for a
lifetime. He tells of Nick's charismatic past and drug-ridden present, and he shows the snobbery and avarice
that lurk in Kate's background--in stark contrast to her ineffable allure. And as George tells these stories (and
observes Harry's spectacular rise in the new, as-yet-unnamed phenomenon of the Internet), he implicitly
chronicles the end of an era and the emergence of a new definition of class--just as The Fundamentals of
Play represents the emergence of a distinctive new talent in American fiction.
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From reader reviews:

James Chapman:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Fundamentals of Play: A Novel, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Isaiah Owens:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book The Fundamentals of Play: A Novel it is extremely good to read. There are
a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Douglas Brownlee:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and The Fundamentals of Play: A Novel or
maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Fundamentals of Play: A Novel to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Pamela Stanley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Fundamentals of Play: A



Novel.
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