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Shakespeare produced most of his work between 1589 and 1613. His early plays were comedies and
histories—genres he raised to the peak of sophistication and artistry by the end of the 16th century. He then
wrote tragedies until about 1608, including Hamlet, King Lear, Othello, and Macbeth, considered some of
the finest works in the English language. In his last phase, he wrote tragicomedies, also known as romances,
and collaborated with other playwrights.

Shakespeare was a respected poet and playwright in his time, and his reputation reached still greater heights
in the 19th century. The Romantics, in particular, acclaimed Shakespeare's genius, and the Victorians
worshipped Shakespeare with a reverence that George Bernard Shaw called 'bardolatry'. In the 20th century,
his work was repeatedly adopted and rediscovered by new movements in scholarship and performance. His
plays remain highly popular today and are constantly studied, performed, and reinterpreted in diverse
cultural and political contexts throughout the world.

Shakespeare’s works include the 36 plays printed in the First Folio of 1623, classified as comedies, histories
and tragedies. Two plays not included in the First Folio were: The Two Noble Kinsmen, which is attributed to
John Fletcher and Shakespeare, and which did not appear in any of the subsequent Folios of Shakespeare’s
works, and Pericles, Prince of Tyre, which is now accepted as part of the canon, with scholars agreeing that
Shakespeare made a major contribution to its composition. No Shakespearean poems were however included
in the First Folio.

William Shakespeare: The Complete Works, in four Volumes, is an unabridged edition containing every
word that Shakespeare wrote—all 37 plays classified into comedies, history plays, tragedies; all of his 154
sonnets; his narrative poems, 'A Lover's Complaint', 'The Rape of Lucrece', and 'Venus and Adonis'; a
miscellany of 20 poems, 'The Passionate Pilgrim'; and 'The Phoenix and the Turtle', an allegorical poem.

The two Introductions, one by Dr. R.S. Sharma and the other by Dr. Ratri Ray give the reader an overall
view of how and why Shakespeare has become such an influential cultural icon, and how perceptions of his
work have changed in the intervening four centuries. The Introductions summarise the known facts about the
dramatist's life, his reading and use of sources, and the nature of theatrical performances during his lifetime.
Brief introductions to each play discuss the date and contemporary context of the play and its position within
Shakespeare’s œuvre.

The book will be useful for the students, teachers and researches of Shakespeare. It will be a proud
possession for all Shakespeare readers and a must for college and university libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This William Shakespeare: The Complete Works,
Volume 4 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Sandra Davis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually William Shakespeare: The Complete Works, Volume 4.

Rachel Glidewell:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This William Shakespeare: The Complete Works, Volume 4
can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have William Shakespeare: The
Complete Works, Volume 4.

Larry Strickland:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the William Shakespeare: The Complete Works, Volume 4 when you essential it?
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