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ACROSS THE DARK ISLANDS
The War in the Pacific

Floyd W. Radike
Brigadier General, U.S. Army (Ret.)

“I remember sitting in a foxhole on Guadalcanal in the rain. The sergeant I shared the hole with shook his
head and asked me: ‘What in the hell are we doing on this godforsaken island? Why don’t we let the Japs
keep this stinking rock?’ I didn’t have an answer.”

The war in the Pacific has never been portrayed more honestly—or in prose more powerful—than in Across
the Dark Islands. In this unflinching account, Brig. Gen.Floyd W. Radike remembers how he started his
military career in the mud and mayhem of Guadalcanal, fighting a campaign as crucial to the war’s outcome
as it was chaotic and cruel.

Here is no whitewashed view of that war or the men who waged it. Here instead is the sobering story of a
junior officer in a National Guard unit suddenly shipped off to the front lines, disdained by “regular army”
elitists who served beside him, and given second-class status so that others could earn headlines and
promotions. While struggling to survive amid dirt and disease, routine and monotony, Radike endured
harrowing missions incompetently, arrogantly, or just impatiently planned.

As no book ever has, Across the Dark Islands reveals shocking details removed from myth and
sentimentality: how American commanders were intimidated by the Japanese stereotype of fearlessness,
night attacks, and cries of “banzai” . . . how imitations of John Wayne heroics caused immediate death . . .
threats of court-martial quieted accusations of Army injustice . . . and panic and flight destroyed a fight for
the enemy’s Munda Field airstrip, an event that “disappeared from the record and appears in no official
history.”

Emerging from the hellish conditions and military miscalculations is a tribute to common sense, courage, and
respect for proper procedure, attributes that would help the author and soldiers like him to save their lives,
succeed in battle, and win the war. From Guadalcanal to the Philippines to a planned invasion of Japan ended
by the atom bomb, General Radike’s experience spanned the entire course of the pivotal Pacific theater
conflict. Candid and cautionary, his memoir is an important work whose writing rivals that of classic novels
like James Jones’s The Thin Red Line and Norman Mailer’s The Naked and the Dead. It should be read by
anyone looking to join an army or wage a war.



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Leo Osborne:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Across the Dark
Islands: The War in the Pacific is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jorge Wilson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high
quality.

Jewell Garza:

Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Across the Dark Islands: The War in the
Pacific but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.

Harry Keller:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.



Download and Read Online Across the Dark Islands: The War in
the Pacific Floyd W. Radike #XQDZ2F8H17T



Read Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific by Floyd W.
Radike for online ebook

Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific by Floyd W. Radike Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific by Floyd W. Radike books to read online.

Online Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific by Floyd W. Radike ebook
PDF download

Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific by Floyd W. Radike Doc

Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific by Floyd W. Radike Mobipocket

Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific by Floyd W. Radike EPub


