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Although his career continued for almost three decades after the 1939 publication of The Grapes of Wrath,
John Steinbeck is still most closely associated with his Depression-era works of social struggle. But from
Pearl Harbor on, he often wrote passionate accounts of America’s wars based on his own firsthand
experience. Vietnam was no exception.

Thomas E. Barden’s Steinbeck in Vietnam offers for the first time a complete collection of the dispatches
Steinbeck wrote as a war correspondent for Newsday. Rejected by the military because of his reputation as a
subversive, and reticent to document the war officially for the Johnson administration, Steinbeck saw in
Newsday a unique opportunity to put his skills to use. Between December 1966 and May 1967, the sixty-
four-year-old Steinbeck toured the major combat areas of South Vietnam and traveled to the north of
Thailand and into Laos, documenting his experiences in a series of columns titled Letters to Alicia, in
reference to Newsday publisher Harry F. Guggenheim’s deceased wife. His columns were controversial,
coming at a time when opposition to the conflict was growing and even ardent supporters were beginning to
question its course. As he dared to go into the field, rode in helicopter gunships, and even fired artillery
pieces, many detractors called him a warmonger and worse. Readers today might be surprised that the
celebrated author would risk his literary reputation to document such a divisive war, particularly at the end of
his career.

Drawing on four primary-source archives?the Steinbeck collection at Princeton, the Papers of Harry F.
Guggenheim at the Library of Congress, the Pierpont Morgan Library’s Steinbeck holdings, and the archives
of Newsday?Barden’s collection brings together the last published writings of this American author of
enduring national and international stature. In addition to offering a definitive edition of these essays, Barden
includes extensive notes as well as an introduction that provides background on the essays themselves, the
military situation, the social context of the 1960s, and Steinbeck’s personal and political attitudes at the time.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Steinbeck in
Vietnam: Dispatches from the War book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

David Rutherford:

Steinbeck in Vietnam: Dispatches from the War can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Steinbeck in Vietnam: Dispatches from the
War however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial contemplating.

Annette Dixon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Steinbeck in
Vietnam: Dispatches from the War.

Clorinda Combs:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Steinbeck in Vietnam: Dispatches from the War when you needed it?
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