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Andrei Lankov has gone where few outsiders have ever been. A native of the former Soviet Union, he lived
as an exchange student in North Korea in the 1980s. He has studied it for his entire career, using his fluency
in Korean and personal contacts to build a rich, nuanced understanding.

In The Real North Korea, Lankov substitutes cold, clear analysis for the overheated rhetoric surrounding this
opaque police state. After providing an accessible history of the nation, he turns his focus to what North
Korea is, what its leadership thinks, and how its people cope with living in such an oppressive and poor
place. He argues that North Korea is not irrational, and nothing shows this better than its continuing survival
against all odds. A living political fossil, it clings to existence in the face of limited resources and a zombie
economy, manipulating great powers despite its weakness. Its leaders are not ideological zealots or madmen,
but perhaps the best practitioners of Machiavellian politics that can be found in the modern world. Even
though they preside over a failed state, they have successfully used diplomacy-including nuclear threats-to
extract support from other nations. But while the people in charge have been ruthless and successful in
holding on to power, Lankov goes on to argue that this cannot continue forever, since the old system is
slowly falling apart. In the long run, with or without reform, the regime is unsustainable. Lankov contends
that reforms, if attempted, will trigger a dramatic implosion of the regime. They will not prolong its
existence.

Based on vast expertise, this book reveals how average North Koreans live, how their leaders rule, and how
both survive.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Often the book The Real North Korea: Life and Politics in the Failed Stalinist Utopia has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Lela Hird:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Real North Korea: Life and Politics
in the Failed Stalinist Utopia, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Michael Pabon:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Real North Korea: Life and Politics in the Failed Stalinist Utopia provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.

Nancy Bowers:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book The Real North Korea: Life and Politics in the Failed Stalinist Utopia we can take more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book The Real
North Korea: Life and Politics in the Failed Stalinist Utopia. You can more inviting than now.
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