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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time

Thirty years ago, The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt won both the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award.

Although Theodore Rex fully recounts TR’s years in the White House (1901–1909), The Rise of Theodore
Roosevelt begins with a brilliant Prologue describing the President at the apex of his international prestige.
That was on New Year’s Day, 1907, when TR, who had just won the Nobel Peace Prize, threw open the
doors of the White House to the American people and shook 8,150 hands, more than any man before him.
Morris re-creates the reception with such authentic detail that the reader gets almost as vivid an impression
of TR as those who attended. One visitor remarked afterward, “You go to the White House, you shake hands
with Roosevelt and hear him talk—and then you go home to wring the personality out of your clothes.”

The rest of this book tells the story of TR’s irresistible rise to power. (He himself compared his trajectory to
that of a rocket.) It is, in effect, the biography of seven men—a naturalist, a writer, a lover, a hunter, a
ranchman, a soldier, and a politician—who merged at age forty-two to become the youngest President in our
history. Rarely has any public figure exercised such a charismatic hold on the popular imagination. Edith
Wharton likened TR’s vitality to radium. H. G. Wells said that he was  “a very symbol of the creative will in
man.” Walter Lippmann characterized him simply as our only “lovable” chief executive.

During the years 1858–1901, Theodore Roosevelt, the son of a wealthy Yankee father and a plantation-bred
southern belle, transformed himself from a frail, asthmatic boy into a full-blooded man. Fresh out of
Harvard, he simultaneously published a distinguished work of naval history and became the fist-swinging
leader of a Republican insurgency in the New York State Assembly. He had a youthful romance as
lyrical—and tragic—as any in Victorian fiction. He chased thieves across the Badlands of North Dakota with
a copy of Anna Karenina in one hand and a Winchester rifle in the other. Married to his childhood
sweetheart in 1886, he became the country squire of Sagamore Hill on Long Island, a flamboyant civil
service reformer in Washington, D.C., and a night-stalking police commissioner in New York City. As
assistant secretary of the navy under President McKinley, he almost single-handedly brought about the
Spanish-American War. After leading “Roosevelt’s Rough Riders” in the famous charge up San Juan Hill,
Cuba, he returned home a military hero, and was rewarded with the governorship of New York. In what he
called his “spare hours” he fathered six children and wrote fourteen books. By 1901, the man Senator Mark
Hanna called “that damned cowboy” was vice president of the United States. Seven months later, an
assassin’s bullet gave TR the national leadership he had always craved.

His is a story so prodigal in its variety, so surprising in its turns of fate, that previous biographers have
treated it as a series of haphazard episodes. This book, the only full study of TR’s pre-presidential years,
shows that he was an inevitable chief executive, and recognized as such in his early teens. His apparently
random adventures were precipitated and linked by various aspects of his character, not least an
overwhelming will. “It was as if he were subconsciously aware that he was a man of many selves,” the
author writes, “and set about developing each one in turn, knowing that one day he would be President of all
the people.”
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From reader reviews:

Kerri Goodman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt (Theodore Roosevelt Series
Book 1). Try to make book The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt (Theodore Roosevelt Series Book 1) as your
good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Michelle Wilson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a reserve. The book The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt (Theodore Roosevelt Series Book 1) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book features high quality.

John Edwards:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be
The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt (Theodore Roosevelt Series Book 1).

Larry Tatro:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt (Theodore Roosevelt Series Book 1) will give you a new



experience in studying a book.
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