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City of Extremes is a powerful critique of urban development in greater Johannesburg since the end of
apartheid in 1994. Martin J. Murray describes how a loose alliance of city builders—including real estate
developers, large-scale property owners, municipal officials, and security specialists—has sought to remake
Johannesburg in the upbeat image of a world-class city. By creating new sites of sequestered luxury catering
to the comfort, safety, and security of affluent urban residents, they have produced a new spatial dynamic of
social exclusion, effectively barricading the mostly black urban poor from full participation in the
mainstream of urban life. This partitioning of the cityscape is enabled by an urban planning environment of
limited regulation or intervention into the prerogatives of real estate capital.

Combining insights from urban studies, cultural geography, and urban sociology with extensive research in
South Africa, Murray reflects on the implications of Johannesburg’s dual character as a city of fortified
enclaves that proudly displays the ostentatious symbols of global integration and the celebrated “enterprise
culture” of neoliberal design, and as the “miasmal city” composed of residual, peripheral, and stigmatized
zones characterized by signs of a new kind of marginality. He suggests that the “global cities” paradigm is
inadequate to understanding the historical specificity of cities in the Global South, including the colonial
mining town turned postcolonial megacity of Johannesburg.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Pyles:

The guide untitled City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture) is
the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of
Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jason Valladares:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of
Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Magdalena McKinney:

This City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of Johannesburg (Politics, History, and Culture) is great book for
you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or
we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of Johannesburg (Politics,
History, and Culture) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Gary Wells:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely City of Extremes: The Spatial Politics of Johannesburg (Politics,
History, and Culture). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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