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Michael Servetus is one of those hidden figureheads of history who is remembered not for his name, but for
the revolutionary deeds that stand in his place. Both a scientist and a freethinking theologian, Servetus is
credited with the discovery of pulmonary circulation in the human body as well as the authorship of a
polemical masterpiece that cost him his life. The Chrisitianismi Restituto, a heretical work of biblical
scholarship, written in 1553, aimed to refute the orthodox Christianity that Servetus' old colleague, John
Calvin, supported. After the book spread through the ranks of Protestant hierarchy, Servetus was tried and
agonizingly burned at the stake, the last known copy of the Restitutio chained to his leg.

Servetus's execution is significant because it marked a turning point in the quest for freedom of expression,
due largely to the development of the printing press and the proliferation of books in Renaissance Europe.
Three copies of the Restitutio managed to survive the burning, despite every effort on the part of his enemies
to destroy them. As a result, the book became almost a surrogate for its author, going into hiding and relying
on covert distribution until it could be read freely, centuries later. Out of the Flames tracks the history of this
special work, examining Servetus's life and times and the politics of the first information during the sixteenth
century. Lawrence and Nancy Goldstone follow the clandestine journey of the three copies through the
subsequent centuries and explore its author's legacy and influence over the thinkers that shared his spirit and
genius, such as Leibniz, Voltaire, Rousseau, Jefferson, Clarence Dorrow, and William Osler.

Out of the Flames is an extraordinary story providing testament to the power of ideas, the enduring legacy of
books, and the triumph of individual courage.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Out of the Flames:
The Remarkable Story of a Fearless Scholar, a Fatal Heresy, and One of the Rarest Books in the World book
as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Milton Hill:

The book Out of the Flames: The Remarkable Story of a Fearless Scholar, a Fatal Heresy, and One of the
Rarest Books in the World will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Out of the Flames: The Remarkable Story of a Fearless Scholar, a Fatal Heresy, and One of the
Rarest Books in the World is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jack Williams:

Beside this specific Out of the Flames: The Remarkable Story of a Fearless Scholar, a Fatal Heresy, and One
of the Rarest Books in the World in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Out of the
Flames: The Remarkable Story of a Fearless Scholar, a Fatal Heresy, and One of the Rarest Books in the
World because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you
rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

James Cummings:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling lies
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Out of the Flames: The Remarkable Story of a
Fearless Scholar, a Fatal Heresy, and One of the Rarest Books in the World can be the solution, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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