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It is a classical anthropological paradox that symbols of rebirth and fertility are frequently found in funerary
rituals throughout the world. The original essays collected here re-examine this phenomenon through
insights from China, India, New Guinea, Latin America, and Africa. The contributors, each a specialist in
one of these areas, have worked in close collaboration to produce a genuinely innovative theoretical
approach to the study of the symbolism surrounding death, an outline of which is provided in an important
introduction by the editors. The major concern of the volume is the way in which funerary rituals
dramatically transform the image of life as a dialectic flux involving exchange and transaction, marriage and
procreation, into an image of a still, transcendental order in which oppositions such as those between self and
other, wife-giver and wife-taker, Brahmin and untouchable, birth and therefore death have been abolished.
This transformation often involves a general devaluation of biology, and, particularly, of sexuality, which is
contrasted with a more spiritual and controlled source of life. The role of women, who are frequently
associated with biological processes, mourning and death pollution, is often predominant in funerary rituals,
and in examining this book makes a further contribution to the understanding of the symbolism of gender.
The death rituals and the symbolism of rebirth are also analysed in the context of the political processes of
the different societies considered, and it is argued that social order and political organisation may be
legitimated through an exploitation of the emotions and biology.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Death and the Regeneration of Life will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Cathrine Hart:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for all of us. The book Death and the Regeneration of Life seemed to be making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
book Death and the Regeneration of Life is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Death and the Regeneration of Life. You never
truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Lisa Haight:

Here thing why this kind of Death and the Regeneration of Life are different and trusted to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. Death and the Regeneration of Life giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Death and the Regeneration of Life. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Death
and the Regeneration of Life in e-book can be your alternative.

Ronnie Chaney:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Death and the Regeneration of Life can be the
response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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