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Holism and reductionism are traditionally seen as incompatible views or approaches to nature. Here Looijen
argues that they should rather be seen as mutually dependent and hence co-operating research programmes.
He sheds some interesting new light on the emergence thesis, its relation to the reduction thesis, and on the
role and status of functional explanations in biology. He discusses several examples of reduction in both
biology and ecology, showing the mutual dependence of holistic and reductionist research programmes.
Ecologists are offered separate chapters, clarifying some major, yet highly and controversial ecological
concepts, such as `community', `habitat', and `niche'. The book is the first in-depth study of the philosophy of
ecology.
Readership: Specialists in the philosophy of science, especially the philosophy of biology, biologists and
ecologists interested in the philosophy of their discipline. Also of interest to other scientists concerned with
the holism-reductionism issue.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Holism and Reductionism in Biology and Ecology: The
Mutual Dependence of Higher and Lower Level Research Programmes (Episteme). Try to the actual book
Holism and Reductionism in Biology and Ecology: The Mutual Dependence of Higher and Lower Level
Research Programmes (Episteme) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Thomas Evans:

This book untitled Holism and Reductionism in Biology and Ecology: The Mutual Dependence of Higher
and Lower Level Research Programmes (Episteme) to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Paul England:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Holism and Reductionism in Biology and Ecology: The
Mutual Dependence of Higher and Lower Level Research Programmes (Episteme) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Rebbecca Farley:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Holism and Reductionism in Biology and Ecology: The Mutual Dependence of Higher
and Lower Level Research Programmes (Episteme) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that



suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Holism and Reductionism in
Biology and Ecology: The Mutual Dependence of Higher and Lower Level Research Programmes
(Episteme). You can more desirable than now.
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