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Do all questions have answers? How much can we know about the world? Is there such a thing as an
ultimate truth?

To be human is to want to know, but what we are able to observe is only a tiny portion of what’s “out there.”
In The Island of Knowledge, physicist Marcelo Gleiser traces our search for answers to the most fundamental
questions of existence. In so doing, he reaches a provocative conclusion: science, the main tool we use to
find answers, is fundamentally limited.

These limits to our knowledge arise both from our tools of exploration and from the nature of physical
reality: the speed of light, the uncertainty principle, the impossibility of seeing beyond the cosmic horizon,
the incompleteness theorem, and our own limitations as an intelligent species. Recognizing limits in this
way, Gleiser argues, is not a deterrent to progress or a surrendering to religion. Rather, it frees us to question
the meaning and nature of the universe while affirming the central role of life and ourselves in it. Science can
and must go on, but recognizing its limits reveals its true mission: to know the universe is to know ourselves.

Telling the dramatic story of our quest for understanding, The Island of Knowledge offers a highly original
exploration of the ideas of some of the greatest thinkers in history, from Plato to Einstein, and how they
affect us today. An authoritative, broad-ranging intellectual history of our search for knowledge and
meaning, The Island of Knowledge is a unique view of what it means to be human in a universe filled with
mystery.
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From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for
Meaning as the daily resource information.

Johnna Chapin:

The publication with title The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for Meaning
contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jodi Dauphin:

This The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for Meaning is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can
claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for Meaning in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Raymond Brown:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for Meaning this
guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the



writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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