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In this unusual book, first published by The MIT Press in 1980 and now updated with a new chapter, Steven
Brams applies the mathematical theory of games to the Hebrew Bible. Brams's thesis is that God and the
human biblical characters acted rationally--that is, given their preferences and their knowledge of other
players' preferences, they made strategy choices that led to the best attainable outcomes.Beginning with the
Creation and focusing on those stories richest in conflict and intrigue, Brams uses elementary game-theoretic
tools to elucidate the rational calculations of biblical players and to show precisely the manner in which they
sought to achieve their goals. He relies almost exclusively on noncooperative theory, making use of both
game tree and matrix forms of games. Brams uses his strategic analyses to build a detailed assessment of
God's character and motivations, including the reasons for His frequently wrathful behavior. Brams's insights
have application to biblical studies, the philosophy of religion, political theory, and game theory and
methodology.In the new chapter, Brams surveys the literature of the past twenty years on political-strategic
interpretations of the Hebrew Bible. He also extends the game-theoretic analysis, using the theory of moves,
to study a counterfactual situation--what if Abraham had refused God's command to sacrifice Isaac?--and to
examine the rationality of believing in a superior being.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Adams:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Biblical Games: Game Theory and
the Hebrew Bible will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Ryan Walker:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is Biblical Games:
Game Theory and the Hebrew Bible.

Wilbert York:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Biblical Games: Game Theory and the
Hebrew Bible book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Biblical Games: Game
Theory and the Hebrew Bible as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one
guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Francis Lopez:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Biblical Games: Game Theory
and the Hebrew Bible to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it.
Beside that the reserve Biblical Games: Game Theory and the Hebrew Bible can to be your new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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