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The story of that amazingly influential and still somewhat mysterious woman, Eleanor of Aquitaine, has the
dramatic interest of a novel. She was at the very center of the rich culture and clashing politics of the twelfth
century. Richest marriage prize of the Middle Ages, she was Queen of France as the wife of Louis VII, and
went with him on the exciting and disastrous Second Crusade. Inspiration of troubadours and trouvères, she
played a large part in rendering fashionable the Courts of Love and in establishing the whole courtly tradition
of medieval times. Divorced from Louis, she married Henry Plantagenet, who became Henry II of England.
Her resources and resourcefulness helped Henry win his throne, she was involved in the conflict over
Thomas Becket, and, after Henry's death, she handled the affairs of the Angevin empire with a sagacity that
brought her the trust and confidence of popes and kings and emperors.

Having been first a Capet and then a Plantagenet, Queen Eleanor was the central figure in the bitter rivalry
between those houses for the control of their continental domains--a rivalry that excited the whole period:
after Henry's death, her sons, Richard Coeur-de-Lion and John "Lackland" (of Magna Charta fame), fiercely
pursued the feud up to and even beyond the end of the century. But the dynastic struggle of the period was
accompanied by other stirrings: the intellectual revolt, the struggle between church and state, the
secularization of literature and other arts, the rise of the distinctive urban culture of the great cities. Eleanor
was concerned with all the movements, closely connected with all the personages; and she knew every city
from London and Paris to Byzantium, Jerusalem, and Rome. Miss Kelly's story of the queen's long life--the
first modern biography brings together more authentic information about her than has ever been assembled
before and reveals in Eleanor a greatness of vision, an intelligence, and a political sagacity that have been
missed by those who have dwelt on her caprice and frivolity. It also brings to life the whole period in whose
every aspect Eleanor and her four kings were so intimately and influentially involved. Miss Kelly tells
Eleanor's absorbing story as it has long waited to be told--with verve and style and a sense of the quality of
life in those times, and yet with a scrupulous care for the historic facts.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Kline:

The book untitled Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings is the guide that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Gary Jensen:

Typically the book Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this book.

Joyce Williams:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get prior to. The Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now
let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lillian Kea:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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