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A bold and deeply researched biography of a complicated cultural icon

When Helen Gurley Brown published Sex and the Single Girl in 1962, it sold more than two million copies
in just three weeks, presaging the self-help boom and helping to usher in the unapologetic self-affirmation of
second wave feminism. Brown declared that it was okay, even imperative, to enjoy sex outside of marriage;
that equal rights for women should extend to the bedroom; that meaningful work outside the home was
essential for a woman's security and self-esteem. The book catapulted Brown into national renown,
cementing her status as a complex and divisive feminist personality. And the ripple effects of her
outspokenness about sex and her emphasis on friendships between women can still be seen today, on TV
shows like Sex and the City and Girls, and in the magazine world as well. When she died in 2012, her
obituary appeared on the front page of The New York Times, which noted that "the look of women's
magazines today . . . is due in no small part to her influence." She may not always have been loved--but she
was always talked about.

Brown's life story--a classic American rags-to-riches tale--is just as juicy as her controversial books. In this
wonderful new biography, the writer and reporter Gerri Hirshey traces Brown's path from deep in the
Arkansas Ozarks to her wild single years in Los Angeles, from the New York magazine world to her
Hollywood adventures with her film producer husband. Along the way she became the highest-paid female
ad copywriter on the West Coast, and transformed Hearst's failing literary magazine, Cosmopolitan, into the
female-oriented global juggernaut it is today. Full of firsthand accounts of Brown from some of her closest
friends, including Liz Smith, Gloria Vanderbilt, Barbara Walters, and more, as well as those whose paths she
brushed--her 1939 prom date, a sorority sister from business school, Cosmo cover girls like Beverly Johnson
and Brooke Shields--and writing from the woman herself, Not Pretty Enough is a vital biography that shines
new light on the life of one of the most incomparable and indelible women of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Laquita Horton:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Not Pretty Enough: The Unlikely
Triumph of Helen Gurley Brown will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suitable book with you?

Marissa Wegener:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Not Pretty Enough: The Unlikely Triumph of Helen
Gurley Brown is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

John Harris:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One
of them is this Not Pretty Enough: The Unlikely Triumph of Helen Gurley Brown.

Christopher Walker:

Beside this particular Not Pretty Enough: The Unlikely Triumph of Helen Gurley Brown in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Not Pretty Enough: The Unlikely Triumph of Helen Gurley Brown
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that?
Find this book and read it from now!
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