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Samuel Bangs, the first printer in the territory that is now Texas, once owed his life to his printing press. One
of the few survivors of the Mina Expedition to Mexico in 1817, Bangs wrote to Servando de Mier, "I had the
good fortune, through the will of God, to have my life saved, as I was a printer."

Bangs was not always so fortunate. Losses and disappointments plagued him throughout his career, and he
spent many miserable months in Mexican jails. But his ingenuity in the face of adversity, his courage and
charm, stamped him not only as a storybook hero but as a man whose virtues were large enough to be their
own reward.

Lota Spell's fine biography of Samuel Bangs is at the same time a fascinating history of northern Mexico
(including Texas) in the first half of the nineteenth century. Through the successes and failures of an
individual it presents the facts about the operation of a business during a time of important political and
economic change.

Even more important is its contribution to our knowledge of printing and of the contemporary periodical
press. Although first of all a printer, Samuel Bangs was also involved in the production of newspapers,
making this book a detailed history of journalism in the Mexico and Texas of his day. His printing office also
functioned as a typographer's school, through which he instituted the apprentice system in the Southwest;
and as a result of his interest in presses as a commodity of trade, the first business for merchandising and
servicing printing presses in the area was developed.

This narrative, combining the story of a man's life, the history of his times, and the development of his
profession, fills a gap in our knowledge of Mexico and Texas, and does it with perception and charm.
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From reader reviews:

Lou Marshall:

This book untitled Pioneer Printer: Samuel Bangs in Mexico and Texas to be one of several books in which
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Jason Serrano:

Pioneer Printer: Samuel Bangs in Mexico and Texas can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Pioneer Printer: Samuel Bangs in
Mexico and Texas but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial pondering.

Alberta Keyes:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Pioneer Printer: Samuel Bangs in Mexico and Texas can give you
a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Pioneer Printer: Samuel Bangs in Mexico and Texas.

Philip Brown:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Pioneer Printer: Samuel Bangs in Mexico and
Texas to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it.
Beside that the reserve Pioneer Printer: Samuel Bangs in Mexico and Texas can to be your brand-new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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