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In this survey of more than forty illustrative murals excavated over the last 54 years in Panjikent, a 5th-8th
century C.E. town in the Zerafshan Valley in Tajikistan, Boris Marshak discusses the rich repertory of
legends, tales and myths of the Sogdians that have come to light and recreates the secular literature of
Soghdia, one of the most important regions along the Silk Road. Prior to the Panjikent excavations only
small fragments of Soghdian secular literature had been discovered in Soghdian colonies in Turfan and
Dunhuang. Prof. Boris Marshak has been participating in this famous archaeological expedition since 1954;
and has served as its leader since 1976. Soghdian merchants were the masters of the Silk Road and,
therefore, their art and literature included many motifs of Greek, Persian and Indian origin. In Soghdia
among the pictorial narrative cycles there were at least three epics: a local version of the Indian
Mahabharata, the well-known Roman story of Romulus and Remus, and the Iranian legends of Rustam. The
excavation teams have found on the walls of the houses of Panjikent dozens of pictorial representations of
parables, fables, fairy tales and anecdotes. In several compositions the author has recognized scenes from
Aesop's Fables, the Panchatantra and the Sindbad-nameh. He has compared these subjects with those of the
fragmentary Soghdian texts. Marshak's book is an important one for anyone interested in the history of the
Soghdia, in Iranian studies in general, in comparative studies in folklore and literature, in studies on the
problem of narration in the visual arts, and the history of cultural exchange along the Silk Road.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Legends, Tales, and
Fables in the Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan Yarshater Lecture Series) book because book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Bobbi Wilkinson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Legends, Tales, and
Fables in the Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan Yarshater Lecture Series) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

David Beall:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Legends, Tales, and
Fables in the Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan Yarshater Lecture Series) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Legends, Tales, and Fables in the Art of
Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan Yarshater Lecture Series)is the one of several books this everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Legends, Tales, and Fables in the
Art of Sogdiana (Biennial Ehsan Yarshater Lecture Series), you could enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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