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Just after recording with John Coltrane in 1963, baritone singer Johnny Hartman (1923–1983) told a family
member that “something special” occurred in the studio that day. He was right – the album, containing
definitive readings of “Lush Life” and “My One and Only Love,” resides firmly in the realm of iconic;
forever enveloping listeners in the sounds of romance. In The Last Balladeer, author Gregg Akkerman
skillfully reveals not only the intimate details of that album but the life-long achievements and occasional
missteps of Hartman as an African-American artist dedicated to his craft.

This book carefully follows the journey of the Grammy-nominated vocalist from his big band origins with
Earl Hines and Dizzy Gillespie to featured soloist in prestigious supper clubs throughout the world. Through
exclusive interviews with Hartman’s family and fellow musicians (including Tony Bennett, Billy Taylor,
Kurt Elling, Jon Hendricks, and others), accounts from friends and associates, newly discovered recordings
and studio outtakes, and in-depth research on his career and personal life, Akkerman expertly recollects the
Hartman character as a gentleman, romantic, family man, and constant contributor to the jazz scene. From
his international concerts in Japan, Australia, and England to his steady presence as an American nightclub
singer that spanned five decades, Hartman personifies the “last balladeer” of his kind, singing with a
sentiment that captured the attention of Clint Eastwood, who brought Hartman’s songs to the masses in the
film The Bridges of Madison County.

In the first full-length biography and discography to chronicle the rhapsodic life and music of Johnny
Hartman, the author completes a previously missing dimension of vocal-jazz history by documenting
Hartman as the balladeer who crooned his way into so many hearts. Backed by impeccable research but
conveyed in a conversational style, this book will interest not only musicians and scholars but any fan of the
Great American Songbook and the singers who brought it to life.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies in Jazz) book
is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer regarding The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies in Jazz) content conveys prospect
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies
in Jazz) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Bob Bartlett:

This book untitled The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies in Jazz) to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your
list.

Clara Duke:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
book. The book The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies in Jazz) it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly
to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Marianne Stromain:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman
Story (Studies in Jazz) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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